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Performance Notes

 

Toto released their fourth album, Toto IV, in 1982 to massive commercial success. “Africa” was the third single from the record and

peaked at #1 on the charts. The song was inspired initially by a TV documentary about suffering in Africa during the early 1980s.

Made up of A-list Los Angeles-based session musicians, the band interestingly delayed touring after the release of this album to play

on the recording sessions for Michael Jackson’s Thriller.

Alex Morris is a sought-after arranger, orchestrator, and coach. In 2013, he became the first non-North American certified Music

Judge for the Barbershop Harmony Society. Alex holds a degree in music composition from the University of Western Australia. He

lives in Melbourne, Australia and serves as Musical Director of Vocal Evolution, and ensemble he has led to three Barbershop

Harmony Australia (BHA) gold medals. Alex has competed as a quartet singer at the international level, has a passion for education,

and loves sharing the joy of singing wherever he has the pleasure of visiting.

Locking in a steady tempo is key. As an option, consider adding percussion such as shakers and djembe to accompany your

performance and help keep the groove consistent. Attaining proper feel in the vocals is very important, which is why the familiar

16th rhythmic pattern of the original has been preserved in this arrangement. Lastly, treat each turnaround figure as almost a subito

mezzo-piano dynamic level to give contrast to each section.

As a final note: Questions about the contest suitability of this or any other song/arrangement should be directed to the 

judging community and measured against current contest rules. Ask before you sing.
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